
        Minutes: ACSG meeting held at Waitrose Meeting Room 18th May 2010
Present: John Plummer; June Hutley; Lloyd Hynes; Tim Norman; Peter Downing; Bob Barton; Rosemary Park; Mark Smith Ampthill Town Council (Guest)
Apologies A/Insp Lisa Johnson; John Seamarks, Chris Yates, Leanne Upton.
Minutes of 30th March meeting were approved.
Matters arising
Additional Dog waste bins and litter bins.     No date for implementation.     Action C.Beds
Proposed Yellow Line waiting restrictions.  John Plummer to raise with Leona Ellis.     JP
20 mph speed limit in Ampthill Town Centre. A response to our questionnaire has been received from Gordon Pearsall, Beds Police(and David Bowie post meeting.) It was agreed that matters are not clear and that the existence of a 20mph zone in Ampthill is an anomaly for the following reasons.
Although the 20mph speed limit is legally enforceable it is not policed and enforced in Ampthill because there is no explicit agreement between Central Beds Highways and Bedfordshire Police to do so. 
The DOT state the 20mph speed restriction zones should be generally self enforcing by the application of Traffic Calming Measures such as road humps, rumble devices, chicanes, gates, pinch points etc. None of these are employed in Ampthill.
ACSG Conclusion.

20 mph zones have existed in Ampthill since 2003 but have not been properly designed because they are not self enforcing. This results in non compliance by a significant number of motorists. Something must be done because traffic volumes are highly likely to continue increasing due to local influences such as Wixhams and Centre Parks. 
ACSG are convinced that Shared Space, if introduced, would provide traffic calming and self regulation, improve pedestrian safety and provide an enjoyable environment for shoppers and tourists in a regenerated town centre.
· Detailed conclusions will be sent in a separate letter to Ampthill Town Council, Central Beds Highways, Bedfordshire Police Traffic Management and local Police.

Litter on land off Willow Way. There is now less litter so Lloyd and Peter will monitor the situation and report if any clean-up activity becomes necessary.                        Action LH/PD
Exit from Woburn St onto Ampthill By-Pass (A507)  Awaiting an update.  Action D Bowie
Shared Space Status Report. Ben Hamilton-Baillee, a leading expert on Shared Space, is to be invited to visit Ampthill by Gary Summerfield. John Plummer recorded ACSG thanks and appreciation to Ampthill Town Council for agreeing to fund this visit.
Lack of facilities for young peoples’ activities in Ampthill. This is now covered by the commitment made on 17th March 2010 where Ampthill Town Council and The Parkside Hall Project Team agreed to discuss a joint venture to deliver a new Parkside Multi-Use Community Hall including facilities for young people as raised by ACSG.                    Closed.
Development on land off Swaffield Close. John Plummer and Bob Barton, as Ampthill residents, have raised concerns that increased traffic at the Swaffield Close/Bedford Street junction will have a detrimental impact on road safety.
Illegal Parking on pavements. Police have issued Parking tickets for this offence.      Closed
Worn Markings on mini-roundabouts. This has now been rectified.                           Closed                     
40 mph speed limit between Ampthill and Maulden. ACSG are pleased that this seems to have had the beneficial impact of highlighting where the 30mph zones begin at the approaches to both Ampthill and Maulden.                                                                      Closed
ACSG Priorities.  Are unchanged from previous minutes - will be reviewed at June meeting.
Funding  for ACSG  John Plummer reported that a donation of £460 was anticipated from the April Community Matters (green disc public vote) held in Waitrose. He recorded thanks to Waitrose for their kind support. Tim Norman will deposit this money when received.

Gala Day 27 June. John, Bob, Rosemary and June will meet on 15 June at the Queens Head.
Street Watch. John Plummer reported that there are to be 8 schemes introduced in Bedfordshire. The launch will be low profile and ramped up over time. 

ACSG Logo and Leaflet. Rosemary and Bob will discuss ideas and report back.
AOB. Underage Drinking. Peter Downing reported some activity. PCSO Sarah Goldsmith to be informed.








  Action PD
Training Opportunities for ACSG members.  John will discuss with Leona Ellis Action JP
Street Watch. Information can be found on the following website. www.street-watch-org.uk
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 29th June 2010 in WAITROSE meeting room at 7pm 
Date of next forum. Tuesday 8th June at Millbrook Village Hall.
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